h akford Housa S '
. Alloway, _Salem Ceunty, Nsw Jersey

o ' | PHOTOGRAPHS
9 WRITTEN HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE DATA
District of New Jersey

‘ Historic American Buildings Survey
: Seymour Williams, A.l.A., District Officer
133 Central Avenue, Rehway, MNew Jersey

ms@mmrf
i-{ ABS -
N.d.
7. Aron




HABSwNJ-127

Page 1

™

= L

The Oakford House
Alloway, Salem County, New Jersey

Owner: Mrs. Frances House Acton
Date of Erection: 1736

Architect:

Builder: William Cakford

Present Condition: Good

Number of Storiss: One and one-half

Materlals of Construction: Foundatlion - stone

Ixterlor walls -~ brick, red
and blue motitle

Interior walls - plaster

Inside chimneys
Gl
Roof «'BYp, wood shingles

Histeorlical Data:

This house was buillt In 1736 by William
Oakford, the grandascn of Wade Cakford one of the
original settlers of the Fenwick Colony. The initials
of the bullder are on the east elevation, "W.M.0, 1738",
standing for Wllllam and Mary Oskford. This was ths
accustomed practice in the Fenwilck Colony. The initial
0of the husband was placed on the left and that of the
wife on the right.
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This house 1s one of the few of its
kind left in Salem County. The lower floor 1=
oz lerge room with two fireplsces. The upper
story has thraoe amall bedroomns; a lean-to was
originally stiached to the house, but was torn

down some Tears ago.

“hen the Iritlsh army invaded Selem
County In the Revolutlon, s numer of refugess
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fled to this house to gscape them., The dwelling

was altuated in e grogve of tress, a Tarb of the
oerisgingl forsst. Lccording to tradition thene
r”p"“e“ﬂ turled thelr gold and brsscure lu the
cellar of the house and In the woods. From this
incident has coms the atory of the "Alloway Ghoat"
guppesedly a ~onp3ﬂ<1 @l soldivr suarding Lnu
burisd treassure of ithe refugsca. ALny atiewpt to
Az dn the celler of the Calzfard ﬁoch haas beaen
feiled by the appearance of the zhost
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Addendum to HABS No.  N7-127
William Oakford House

Telegraph and Greenwich Roads

Alloway Vicinity
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